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Lesson plan: Bravery 

Grade level: grades 3-4  (ESL students grades 4+) 

Subject: civic education, language arts 

Author: Maria Kovacs 

PRELIMINARY CONCERNS 

What is the topic or question? What 
question and information should students 
investigate during this lesson? 

The lesson leads the students to enquire 
about bravery.  What does being brave 
mean? How do we know someone is brave? 

Why does it matter?Why is this knowledge 
worth having? What opportunities for 
thinking and communicating does this lesson 
afford? 

The purpose of the activity is to have student 
think, talk and write about  being brave. It is 
important for students at this age to know 
that being honest is sometimes a form of 
bravery, that we all have fears but we can 
overcome them. 

What are the objectives? What knowledge 
should the students gain? What should they 
be able to do with that knowledge? What 
strategies for thinking, investigating, and 
communicating will they learn? 

Content objective: Students will be able to 
exemplify bravery and judge for 
themselves what being brave takes and 
what it means to us and others around 
us. For ESL students, adjustments need 
to be made to support their learning of 
key vocabulary in the story. Scaffolding 
for predictons & explanations, RAFT and 
reader response will be needed.  

Process objectives: 
Students will be practising mostly 
reading/ listening and thinking skills, 
more specifically  
- anticipating; 
- active listening; 
- story comprehension;  
- responding to a story / personal 
writing/ retelling/ dramatizing.  

ACTIVITIES 

Anticipation. What will you do at the 
beginning of the lesson to remind the students 
of what they already know, or give them 
needed information, or lead them to ask 
questions, or set purposes for learning? 

Predicting from terms: (see below) The 
students get the key words of the story and 
in a think-pair-share activity they will 
attempt to predict the story they are going 
to listen to/ read , first working individually, 
then in pairs, and then sharing the story they 
decide in pairs is more likely. The teacher 
calls on pairs to share their story. 

Building Knowledge. What will you do to 
help students encounter the material, 
especially in such a way that they are actively 
inquiring, exploring, and discovering? 

Directed Reading/Listening-Thinking 
Activity. At stops (Stop and ponder ...; see 
below), the students are asked to predict 
what one of the characters is going to do 
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next, and explain why they think that. At the 
second stop, the students will compare their 
anticipation to what actually happened in 
the story. By asking the students to say what 
has happened, the teacher checks 
comprehension. 
When the story is over, the teacher engages 
the students into discussing the story. 

Consolidation. What will you do to help 
students to think back over what they have 
learned, and think of its implication? How 
can they be led to apply it, interpret it, 
debate it? 

RAFT. The students will reflect their 
understanding of the story by writing about 
it from different (imaginary) characters’ 
perspectives and share their writing. 

Extension Activities. What will students do 
after the lesson to practice new skills, apply 
new ideas, and otherwise extend their 
learning? 

Students will extend their exploration of 
the concept of bravery by engaging in 
one of the activities proposed (see 
below).  

MANAGEMENT CONCERNS 

Time Required: How will time be allocated to 
each part of the lesson? will you need? 

The lesson will be conducted over two 
class periods: 
Day 1: pre-reading activity, reading and 
post-reading discussion 
Day 2: RAFT and extension 

Resources: What materials or space  Materials: key terms, the story, the 
questions to address; 
The teacher may choose to show the 
story on a scree or print it out for the 
students. The materials are provided 
below. The teacher may also choose to 
record him/ herself using for instance 
ScreencastOmatic (SOM) reading the 
story from the slides; then, while having 
the students listen to the story, the 
recording will have to be paused when 
the prediction questions come up. 

Group size: In what groups will students 
work? Individuals? Pairs? Home groups and 
expert groups? Whole class? 

Students will work individually, in pairs, 
and for the RAFT, in small groups. 

Assessment: How will the students learning 
of the content and of the thinking and 
communicating strategies be assessed? 

The students’ comprehension will be 
checked during the discussions at the 
stops, and the post-reading discussions. 
The RAFT products and the products of 
the extension activities will receive 
feedback from peers and from the 
teacher. The group working on the RAFT 
will do self-assessment of their 
cooperation skills.  

 



STORYTIME 
A LESSON ABOUT BRAVERY 

Students in grades 3-4 

ESL students in grades 4-5 

 



BEFORE THE STORY STARTS …  

Think of  a story that includes the following key terms: 

• Prince 

• Princess 

• Armour 

• Lead  

• Brave 

Prepare to tell the story. 



NOW READ / LISTEN TO THE 

STORY …  

Make sure in the end you can tell how 

similar to your story this one is and 

how it differs. 

 



Once upon a time, in a faraway kingdom, 

there lived a Prince. He fell in love with a 

Princess from a neighbouring country.  

 

 

 

They married and lived happily together.   

 



    But soon there were 

dark     dark clouds gathering 

on the horizon.   

A fearsome army was on its way to attack the 

Prince’s kingdom.   

The King, his father, was now 

 too old to lead the army. 

 



“Don’t worry,” said 

the King’s councillors.   

“Your son, the Prince, 

will lead us. He will 

defend the kingdom.”  



     

But no-one knew that the Prince, though brave-looking, 

was in his heart full of  fear. 

“What shall I do?” he asked the Princess. “They expect 

me to lead the army, but I am too scared to fight.  I just 

want to run away.” 

The Princess got very sad. She wanted to help her 

husband to be brave, but what could she do? She thought 

long and hard, and then an idea came to her. 



STOP AND PONDER …  

   What idea do you think 

   came to the Princess? 

   What makes you think 

that? 



“I shall wear your 

armour and ride at 

the head of  the army.  

Everyone will think 

that it is you”, the 

Princess said. 

 



     
Reluctantly, the Prince agreed. The Princess put 

on the Prince’s armour and rode out on his 

horse. The enemy launched a ferocious attack.  

The Princess drove her men on and forced the 

enemy back.  The enemy attacked again, but 

once more the army led by the brave Princess 

drove them away. 



     

 

Soon, some of  the officers began to suspect that 

their leader was not the Prince.  True, it was the 

Prince’s horse, but the person on the horse 

seemed much smaller than the Prince. And why 

was his face always covered by the helmet? 

   Rumours began to spread.  

   So the Princess rode back to

   the palace.  

   She knew what to do. 



STOP AND PONDER …  

So… was your guess correct? What 

did the Princess actually do? 

What do you think will happen now? 

What makes you think that? 



  

   

“Here,” she said to the 

Prince, “put on your 

armour.  Go and show 

yourself  to the soldiers.  

They are beginning to 

suspect who I am.” 

 



The Prince put on his 

armour, and the Princess 

put on her dress.  

Together they rode out 

and showed themselves 

to the army.   

As they rode into view, 

the Princess suddenly 

whipped the Prince’s 

horse.  It bolted forward.  



The soldiers followed the 

Prince, cheering.  The 

poor Prince could not 

stop his horse. To his 

horror, he was heading 

straight towards the 

enemy camp. 

 



The enemy lookouts were amazed to see the 

Prince riding towards them, with the soldiers 

following fast behind.  The enemy fell into a 

complete panic.   

The Prince took out his sword.   

He did not really know what to  

do with it, but he had to fight.   

In a short while, the battle was over.  The enemy 

army fled.  They had been defeated and driven 

out of  the kingdom.  The Prince was a hero. 



The old King was 

pleased and proud of  

his son.   

But the Prince told the 

king, “My wife is the 

one who deserves our 

thanks.  She was the 

one who taught me 

how to be brave and to 

ride in the face of  fear.” 
 



-W ho was  b r ave  and  i n  wha t  way s ?  W ha t  k i nd s  

of  b r ave r y  do  we  encoun t e r  i n  th i s  s to r y ?   

- W ha t  wou ld  be  a  g ood  t i t l e  f o r  t h i s  s to r y ?  

W hy  th a t  t i t l e ?  

-  How s im i l a r  wa s  th i s  s to r y  to  you r s ?  

-  I n  g r oups,  p r e pa r e  to  t e l l / a c t  ou t  t h e  s to r y  to  

a  f r i end  who  ha s  no t  hea r d  i t .  

 

NOW THE STORY IS OVER, 

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT 



WRITING 

Role Audience Format Topic 

The Prince His mother/ 

Himself 

Letter/ 

Diary  

About his fear 

The Princess Her sister Letter  About her feelings 

for her husband 

The King His chronicler Dictation About the battle 

An army officer  His folks back 

home 

Letter  About his 

suspicion 

A chronicler Readers in the 

future 

Entry in the 

chronicle 

About acts of  

bravery 



M OVING BEYOND THE STORY  

-  ALTERNATIVE ACTIVITIES  -   

- What does bravery mean to you? Tell us/ write a story about 

someone you know and is very brave.  

- What similar stories do you know? In what way(s) is it like the 

story we read? In what way(s) is it different?  

- What kind of  person do you think wrote this story? What do they 

want you to think? Why do they want you to think that? 

- You yourself  are probably a brave kid. Write a story about yourself  

when you were extra brave. 
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