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PRELIMINARY CONCERNS 

What is the topic or question? What 
question and information should students 
investigate during this lesson? 

The lesson is the first in a series of three lessons 
focused on understanding narrative text and 
writing stories. The students will identify the 
sequence of events that make up a story in order 
to establish a pattern for story-writing.  

Why does it matter?Why is this knowledge 
worth having? What opportunities for 
thinking and communicating does this lesson 
afford? 

The purpose of the activity is to produce a 
collection of ‘co-authored narrative texts’ (i.e. 
stories written in groups). The present lesson will 
focus on the sequencing of events in a story so 
that a ‘pattern’ can be established for the 
subsequent writing activity planned for the 
second lesson. The third lesson will delve into 
meanings and will provide opportunities for 
debates on moral lessons emerging from stories. 
The students will debate around the overt or 
implicit messages contained in stories.  

What are the objectives?What knowledge 
should the students gain? What should they 
be able to do with that knowledge? What 
strategies for thinking, investigating, and 
communicating will they learn? 

Content objective: Students will be able to 
identify elements of plot in a story 

Process objectives: 
Students will be able to: 
- interpret meanings; 
- write short stories following the logical 
sequencing of elements that make up 
the plot.  
Students will work cooperatively and 
share responsibility for a task. 

ACTIVITIES 

Anticipation. What will you do at the 
beginning of the lesson to remind the students 
of what they already know, or give them 
needed information, or lead them to ask 
questions, or set purposes for learning? 

Warm-up:“Guess the word”: Brainstorming 
activity in which the students ask questions to 
find out a word written on a piece of paper. The 
questions are to be formulated so that the 
teacher’s answer is either “yes” or “no”. The 
purpose of the activity is to introduce the word 
“unicorn” and elicit students’ opinions on its 
symbolism. 
Predicting from terms: The students get the key 
words from the story “The Unicorn in the 
Garden” on handouts and work in pairs to think 
up possible events in the story. Two or three 
pairs share.  
The teacher reads out the story  “The Unicorn in 
the Garden”. 



Building Knowledge. What will you do to 
help students encounter the material, 
especially in such a way that they are actively 
inquiring, exploring, and discovering? 

Shared inquiry approach The students are given 
printed copies of the story. Questions focus on 
identifying the elements of plot in the story. Two 
plot patterns are compared. Some interpretive 
questions are discussed: e.g. Why did the 
husband say he had never seen a unicorn?  

Consolidation. What will you do to help 
students to think back over what they have 
learned, and think of its implication? How 
can they be led to apply it, interpret it, 
debate it? 

Free write In five minutes students write the 
answer to the following question: 
What have you learned from the story?  
Sharing. 

Extension Activities. What will students do 
after the lesson to practice new skills, apply 
new ideas, and otherwise extend their 
learning? 

Students will search information on 
mythical creatures and choose one to 
present in the next class.  

MANAGEMENT CONCERNS 

Time Required: How will time be allocated to 
each part of the lesson? will you need? 

The lesson will be conducted over three 
class periods: 
Day 1: Elements of plot 
Day 2: Story writing in groups 
Day 3: Literature circle 

Resources: What materials or space  Students will need the following 
handouts: 
1 -Worksheet for predicting from terms 
2 -Copies of the story “The Unicorn in 
the Garden” by James Thurber 
3 -Elements of plot 
4 -Instructions for story-writing 

Group size: In what groups will students 
work? Individuals? Pairs? Home groups and 
expert groups? Whole class? 

Students will work in pairs, in groups and 
individually. 

Assessment: How will the students learning 
of the content and of the thinking and 
communicating strategies be assessed? 

The students’ written work will receive 
written feedback from the teacher and 
peers. 
Students will asses their own 
contribution to the group activity using a 
set of rubrics for assessing cooperative 
work. 

 

  



Handout 1 

The Unicorn in the Garden  

 
by James Thurber 

reprinted from Fables For Our Time  

Once upon a sunny morning a man who sat in a breakfast nook looked up from his 
scrambled eggs to see a white unicorn with a golden horn quietly cropping the roses 
in the garden. The man went up to the bedroom where his wife was still asleep and 
woke her. "There's a unicorn in the garden," he said. "Eating roses." She opened one 
unfriendly eye and looked at him.                                                   

 ……………………….  

Continue the story using the following words: 

 telephone 

 gloat 

 police 

 psychiatrist 

 strait-jacket 

 fight 

 booby-hatch 

  



Handout 2 

The Unicorn in the Garden  

 

by James Thurber 

reprinted from 

Fables For Our Time  

Once upon a sunny morning a man who sat in a breakfast nook looked up from his 

scrambled eggs to see a white unicorn with a golden horn quietly cropping the 

roses in the garden. The man went up to the bedroom where his wife was still 

asleep and woke her. "There's a unicorn in the garden," he said. "Eating roses." 

She opened one unfriendly eye and looked at him.  

"The unicorn is a mythical beast," she said, and turned her back on him. The man 

walked slowly downstairs and out into the garden. The unicorn was still there; 

now he was browsing among the tulips. "Here, unicorn," said the man, and he 

pulled up a lily and gave it to him. The unicorn ate it gravely. With a high heart, 

because there was a unicorn in his garden, the man went upstairs and roused his 

wife again. "The unicorn," he said, "ate a lily." His wife sat up in bed and looked 

at him coldly. "You are a booby," she said, "and I am going to have you put in the 

booby-hatch."  

The man, who had never liked the words "booby" and "booby-hatch," and who 

liked them even less on a shining morning when there was a unicorn in the garden, 

thought for a moment. "We'll see about that," he said. He walked over to the 

door. "He has a golden horn in the middle of his forehead," he told her. Then he 

went back to the garden to watch the unicorn; but the unicorn had gone away. 

The man sat down among the roses and went to sleep.  



As soon as the husband had gone out of the house, the wife got up and dressed 

as fast as she could. She was very excited and there was a gloat in her eye. She 

telephoned the police and she telephoned a psychiatrist; she told them to hurry 

to her house and bring a strait-jacket. When the police and the psychiatrist 

arrived they sat down in chairs and looked at her, with great interest.  

"My husband," she said, "saw a unicorn this morning." The police looked at the 

psychiatrist and the psychiatrist looked at the police. "He told me it ate a lilly," 

she said. The psychiatrist looked at the police and the police looked at the 

psychiatrist. "He told me it had a golden horn in the middle of its forehead," she 

said. At a solemn signal from the psychiatrist, the police leaped from their 

chairs and seized the wife. They had a hard time subduing her, for she put up a 

terrific struggle, but they finally subdued her. Just as they got her into the 

strait-jacket, the husband came back into the house.  

"Did you tell your wife you saw a unicorn?" asked the police. "Of course not," 

said the husband. "The unicorn is a mythical beast." "That's all I wanted to 

know," said the psychiatrist. "Take her away. I'm sorry, sir, but your wife is as 

crazy as a jaybird."  

So they took her away, cursing and screaming, and shut her up in an institution. 

The husband lived happily ever after.  

Moral: Don't count your boobies until they are hatched.  

GLOSSARY  

 booby: in this context, a crazy person (probably from the name of a stupid extinct bird).  

 booby-hatch: a mental institution, a place where the insane are kept.  

 breakfast nook: a little side room for eating breakfast.  

 browsing: sampling or tasting here and there.  

 "crazy as a jaybird": extremely crazy or hopelessly insane  

 cropping: clipping or cutting close to the root.  

 cursing: using dirty or obscene speech.  

 "Don't count your boobies until they are hatched": from the American expression "Don't 

count your chickens before they are hatched", meaning "Don't count on things to turn 

out exactly as you planned them."  

 gloat: a look of malice or greed.  

 institution: a mental institution, an insane asylum.  

 moral: in this context, the "lesson" of the story.  

 mythical: relating to a myth, hence not real.  

 psychiatrist: a mental doctor  

 solemn: grave or serious  

 strait-jacket: an armless belted jacket used to confine the violently insane  

 subdue, subduing: capturing, seizing  

 unicorn: a mythical beast which looks like a horse with a horn in the center of the head.  



Handout 3 

ELEMENTS OF PLOT  

 

Plot is a literary term for the events that make up a story. They relate to one another in a pattern or 

sequence of cause and effect or by coincidence. 

In his Poetics, Aristotle considered plot ("mythos") more important than character, for example. A plot 

must have, Aristotle says, a beginning, a middle, and an end, and the events of the plot must causally 

relate to one another as being either necessary, or probable. 

Gustav Freytag considered plot a  

narrative structure that divided a story  

into five parts, like the five acts of a play.  

These parts are: 

 exposition (of the situation);  

 rising action (through conflict);  

 climax (or turning point);  

 falling action; and  

 resolution. 

 

1. EXPOSITION 

The exposition introduces the main characters in the story. It shows how they relate to one another, 

what their goals and motivations are, and the kind of person they are.   

Most importantly, in the exposition the audience/reader gets to know the main character, and the main 

character gets to know his or her goal and what is at stake if he fails to attain his or her goal. 

This phase ends, and the next begins, with the introduction of conflict. 

 

2. RISING ACTION 

This part begins after the exposition. It consists of a beginning of a tension or complication that 

continues with the development of conflict between the characters. 

Generally, in this phase the protagonist understands his goal and begins to work toward it. Smaller 

problems stand in his way and in this phase his progress is directed primarily against these secondary 

obstacles. This phase shows us how he overcomes these obstacles. 

Thus, at the end of this phase and at the beginning of the next he is finally in a position to go up 

against his primary goal.  

 

 

3. CLIMAX 

The beginning of this phase is marked by the protagonist finally having cleared away the preliminary 

barriers and being ready to engage with the adversary. Usually, entering this phase, both the 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poetics_(Aristotle)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aristotle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Narrative_structure


protagonist and the antagonist have a plan to win against the other. Now for the first time we see them 

going against one another in direct, or nearly direct, conflict. 

This struggle results with neither character completely winning, nor losing, against the other. Usually, 

each character's plan is partially successful, and partially foiled by their adversary. What is unique 

about this central struggle between the two characters is that the protagonist makes a decision which 

shows us his moral quality, and ultimately determines his fate.  In a tragedy, the protagonist here 

makes a bad decision, which is his miscalculation and the appearance of his tragic flaw. 

 

4. FALLING ACTION 

Freytag called this phase "falling action" in the sense that the loose ends are being tied up. However, it 

is often the time of greatest overall tension because it is the phase in which everything seems to go 

wrong.  

 

5. RESOLUTION 

In the final phase of Freytag's five phase structure, there is a final confrontation between the 

protagonist and antagonist, where one or the other decisively wins. This phase is the story of that 

confrontation, of what leads up to it, of why it happens the way it happens, what it means, and what its 

long-term consequences are. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Adapted from : http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plot_(narrative)] 

  

Other views 

Besides the classical view of plot, there are 

other ways of looking at it. 

A 1950's era writing instructor, Foster-

Harris, said that plot is an emotional 

problem caused by two conflicting emotions 

being felt by the same person (the main 

character), and the working-out of that 

conflict. The basic elements of plot in a story 

(according to Foster-Harris) can be 

understood quite simply as: 

1. Character 

2. Conflict 

3. Complication 

4. Crisis-Climax 

5. Resolution 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plot_(narrative)


Handout 4 

STORY-WRITING  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS  

 

 

You will be working in groups of four set up  

based on your preferences.  

 

Get ready for writing! 

Each member of the group will bring to class  

a picture/drawing of a mythical creature.  

Do the “Guess the Word”  game in groups! 

 

Think of at least three key words (i.e. words that you want to put into your story) and write the key 

words next to the image that you have chosen for your story. Each group member will have a blank 

piece of paper with a picture and at least three key words attached to it.  

 

If you are feeling inspired to write a story at home, do so, but do not share it with your group partners 

yet. You may have fun reading it out to them later on, so they know what course the events would 

have taken if other people hadn’t contributed to it. 

 

Do the story-writing! 

There are five steps in the group writing activity, each with a five-minute time limit: 

 Step 1. Each student in the group writes the first paragraph of their story: the situation, also 
called exposition.  

 Step 2. When the teacher calls out time, you will pass your unfinished story to the student 
sitting on your right, who will add the rising action to your story. 
You will be adding the ‘rising action’ to the story that the colleage sitting on your left has 
passed on to you. 

 Step 3. The teacher calls time and the stories move again to the right. A third ‘author’ gets to 
write the paragraph which contains the climax or turning point of the story.  

 Step 4. Pass the story to the right again and now it’s the last co-author’s turn to add the falling 
action.  

 Step 5. Now, when the teacher tells you to pass the stories to the right, you will find that the 
story you have started is now back with you. You get to write the resolution to it.  

 

 

 

Resources: 

- pictures of mythical creatures 
- A4 blank sheets of paper 
- handout on ‘Elements of Plot’ 
- cardboard for group poster 
- glue/sellotape/blue tech 
- computer and printer 



Share your stories! 

Read out the stories in your groups and decide together on the most suitable title to each story. Write 

a moral to each story. Choose one of the stories to read out to the class.  

The class will listen carefully and try to guess the title of your story. 

 

Edit your stories! 

Prepare your stories for a story exhibition. Put the four stories up on a group poster. 

Organize a “Gallery Tour” where all the collective stories are displayed on the classroom walls for 

‘visitors’ (i.e. students from other groups) to write comments on post-it notes. You may want to make 

impovements to your stories based on your colleagues’ feedback.  

 

Publish your stories! 

Each student types out one story. Print out all the co-authored stories and bind them together to 

create a collective book. Give it a title.  


